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  The Launch Pad Randall Stross,2013-09-24 A behind-
the-scenes look at how tomorrow’s hottest startups are
being primed for greatness Investment firm Y Combinator is
the most sought-after home for startups in Silicon Valley.
Twice a year, it funds dozens of just-founded startups and
provides three months of guidance from Paul Graham, YC’s
impresario, and his partners. Receiving an offer from YC
creates the opportunity of a lifetime. Acclaimed journalist
Randall Stross was granted unprecedented access to Y
Combinator, enabling a unique inside tour of the world of
software startups. Over the course of a summer, we watch
as a group of founders scramble to make something people
want. This is the definitive story of a seismic shift in the
business world, in which coding skill trumps experience,
undergraduates confidently take on Goliaths, and investors
fall in love.
  Hackers & Painters Paul Graham,2004-05-18 The author
examines issues such as the rightness of web-based
applications, the programming language renaissance, spam
filtering, the Open Source Movement, Internet startups and
more. He also tells important stories about the kinds of
people behind technical innovations, revealing their
character and their craft.
  Programming Kotlin Venkat Subramaniam,2019-05-31
Programmers don't just use Kotlin, they love it. Even Google
has adopted it as a first-class language for Android
development. With Kotlin, you can intermix imperative,
functional, and object-oriented styles of programming and
benefit from the approach that's most suitable for the
problem at hand. Learn to use the many features of this
highly concise, fluent, elegant, and expressive statically
typed language with easy-to-understand examples. Learn to
write easy-to-maintain, high-performing JVM and Android
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applications, create DSLs, program asynchrony, and much
more. Kotlin is a highly concise, elegant, fluent, and
expressive statically typed multi-paradigm language. It is
one of the few languages that compiles down to both Java
bytecode and JavaScript. You can use it to build server-side,
front-end, and Android applications. With Kotlin, you need
less code to accomplish your tasks, while keeping the code
type-safe and less prone to error. If you want to learn the
essentials of Kotlin, from the fundamentals to more
advanced concepts, you've picked the right book. Fire up
your favorite IDE and practice hundreds of examples and
exercises to sharpen your Kotlin skills. Learn to build
standalone small programs to run as scripts, create type
safe code, and then carry that knowledge forward to create
fully object-oriented and functional style code that's easier
to extend. Learn how to program with elegance but without
compromising efficiency or performance, and how to use
metaprogramming to build highly expressive code and
create internal DSLs that exploit the fluency of the
language. Explore coroutines, program asynchrony, run
automated tests, and intermix Kotlin with Java in your
enterprise applications. This book will help you master one
of the few languages that you can use for the entire full
stack - from the server to mobile devices - to create
performant, concise, and easy to maintain applications.
What You Need: To try out the examples in the book you'll
need a computer with Kotlin SDK, JDK, and a text editor or a
Kotlin IDE installed in it.
  Pick a Better Country Ken Hamblin,1996 Called by
some the black Rush Limbaugh. wildly popular syndicated
radio host Ken Hamblin speaks out on our victim culture
and the liberal do-gooders who foster it. With the fury and
humor that have made him one of talk radio's most
controversial stars, Hamblin lashes out against affirmative
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action, multicultural education, and media glorification of
drugs, gansta rap, and gangs. 24 photos.
  Programming Game AI by Example Mat
Buckland,2005 This book describes in detail many of the AI
techniques used in modern computer games, explicity
shows how to implement these practical techniques within
the framework of several game developers with a practical
foundation to game AI.
  Computer Graphics from Scratch Gabriel
Gambetta,2021-05-13 Computer Graphics from Scratch
demystifies the algorithms used in modern graphics
software and guides beginners through building
photorealistic 3D renders. Computer graphics programming
books are often math-heavy and intimidating for
newcomers. Not this one. Computer Graphics from Scratch
takes a simpler approach by keeping the math to a
minimum and focusing on only one aspect of computer
graphics, 3D rendering. You’ll build two complete, fully
functional renderers: a raytracer, which simulates rays of
light as they bounce off objects, and a rasterizer, which
converts 3D models into 2D pixels. As you progress you’ll
learn how to create realistic reflections and shadows, and
how to render a scene from any point of view. Pseudocode
examples throughout make it easy to write your renderers
in any language, and links to live JavaScript demos of each
algorithm invite you to explore further on your own. Learn
how to: Use perspective projection to draw 3D objects on a
2D plane Simulate the way rays of light interact with
surfaces Add mirror-like reflections and cast shadows to
objects Render a scene from any camera position using
clipping planes Use flat, Gouraud, and Phong shading to
mimic real surface lighting Paint texture details onto basic
shapes to create realistic-looking objects Whether you’re an
aspiring graphics engineer or a novice programmer curious
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about how graphics algorithms work, Gabriel Gambetta’s
simple, clear explanations will quickly put computer
graphics concepts and rendering techniques within your
reach. All you need is basic coding knowledge and high
school math. Computer Graphics from Scratch will cover the
rest.
  Hello, Startup Yevgeniy Brikman,2015-10-21 This
book is the Hello, World tutorial for building products,
technologies, and teams in a startup environment. It's
based on the experiences of the author, Yevgeniy (Jim)
Brikman, as well as interviews with programmers from
some of the most successful startups of the last decade,
including Google, Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, GitHub,
Stripe, Instagram, AdMob, Pinterest, and many others.
Hello, Startup is a practical, how-to guide that consists of
three parts: Products, Technologies, and Teams. Although
at its core, this is a book for programmers, by
programmers, only Part II (Technologies) is significantly
technical, while the rest should be accessible to technical
and non-technical audiences alike. If you’re at all interested
in startups—whether you’re a programmer at the beginning
of your career, a seasoned developer bored with large
company politics, or a manager looking to motivate your
engineers—this book is for you.
  The Psychology of Fake News Rainer
Greifeneder,Mariela Jaffe,Eryn Newman,Norbert
Schwarz,2020-08-13 This volume examines the
phenomenon of fake news by bringing together leading
experts from different fields within psychology and related
areas, and explores what has become a prominent feature
of public discourse since the first Brexit referendum and the
2016 US election campaign. Dealing with misinformation is
important in many areas of daily life, including politics, the
marketplace, health communication, journalism, education,
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and science. In a general climate where facts and
misinformation blur, and are intentionally blurred, this book
asks what determines whether people accept and share
(mis)information, and what can be done to counter
misinformation? All three of these aspects need to be
understood in the context of online social networks, which
have fundamentally changed the way information is
produced, consumed, and transmitted. The contributions
within this volume summarize the most up-to-date empirical
findings, theories, and applications and discuss cutting-
edge ideas and future directions of interventions to counter
fake news. Also providing guidance on how to handle
misinformation in an age of “alternative facts”, this is a
fascinating and vital reading for students and academics in
psychology, communication, and political science and for
professionals including policy makers and journalists.
  The Tangled Web Michal Zalewski,2011-11-15 Modern
web applications are built on a tangle of technologies that
have been developed over time and then haphazardly
pieced together. Every piece of the web application stack,
from HTTP requests to browser-side scripts, comes with
important yet subtle security consequences. To keep users
safe, it is essential for developers to confidently navigate
this landscape. In The Tangled Web, Michal Zalewski, one of
the world’s top browser security experts, offers a
compelling narrative that explains exactly how browsers
work and why they’re fundamentally insecure. Rather than
dispense simplistic advice on vulnerabilities, Zalewski
examines the entire browser security model, revealing weak
points and providing crucial information for shoring up web
application security. You’ll learn how to: –Perform common
but surprisingly complex tasks such as URL parsing and
HTML sanitization –Use modern security features like Strict
Transport Security, Content Security Policy, and Cross-
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Origin Resource Sharing –Leverage many variants of the
same-origin policy to safely compartmentalize complex web
applications and protect user credentials in case of XSS
bugs –Build mashups and embed gadgets without getting
stung by the tricky frame navigation policy –Embed or host
user-supplied content without running into the trap of
content sniffing For quick reference, Security Engineering
Cheat Sheets at the end of each chapter offer ready
solutions to problems you’re most likely to encounter. With
coverage extending as far as planned HTML5 features, The
Tangled Web will help you create secure web applications
that stand the test of time.
  The Mom Test Rob Fitzpatrick,2013-10-09 The Mom
Test is a quick, practical guide that will save you time,
money, and heartbreak. They say you shouldn't ask your
mom whether your business is a good idea, because she
loves you and will lie to you. This is technically true, but it
misses the point. You shouldn't ask anyone if your business
is a good idea. It's a bad question and everyone will lie to
you at least a little . As a matter of fact, it's not their
responsibility to tell you the truth. It's your responsibility to
find it and it's worth doing right . Talking to customers is
one of the foundational skills of both Customer
Development and Lean Startup. We all know we're
supposed to do it, but nobody seems willing to admit that
it's easy to screw up and hard to do right. This book is going
to show you how customer conversations go wrong and how
you can do better.
  The Loop Jacob Ward,2023-10-03 This eye-opening
narrative journey into the rapidly changing world of artificial
intelligence reveals the dangerous ways AI is exploiting the
unconscious habits of our minds, and the real threat it
poses to humanity: The best book I have ever read about AI
(New York Times bestselling author Roger McNamee).
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Artificial intelligence is about to amplify the most primitive
version of who we are, and spit it back at us for
entertainment and profit. That's the warning from award-
winning technology journalist Jacob Ward, whose decade-
long journey through the cutting edge of AI and behavioral
science reveals that we're on the verge of becoming caught
in The Loop: a shrinking cycle of narrowed choices and lost
skills that will turn us away from expertise, human
connection, and creativity if we don't act fast. From
biometric surveillance states that track the movements and
relationships of over a billion people, to the algorithms that
determine what movies get made, to the risky multiple-
choice simplicity of automated battlefield systems, this
book reveals that the most obvious patterns in our
behavior--patterns that AI is most likely to vacuum up--are
not the ones we want to perpetuate. As the tech industry
begins writing flawed human habits into AI, The Loop is a
call to look at ourselves more clearly, so we can put only
the best parts of ourselves into the systems we create.
  The Uncertainty Mindset Vaughn Tan,2020-07-28
Innovation is how businesses stay ahead of the competition
and adapt to market conditions that change in
unpredictable and uncertain ways. In the first decade of the
twenty-first century, high-end cuisine underwent a profound
transformation. Once an industry that prioritized
consistency and reliability, it turned into one where
constant change was a competitive necessity. A top
restaurant’s reputation and success have become so closely
bound up with its ability to innovate that a new
organizational form, the culinary research and development
team, has emerged. The best of these R&D teams
continually expand the frontiers of food—they invent a
constant stream of new dishes, new cooking processes and
methods, and even new ways of experiencing food. How do
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they achieve this nonstop novelty? And what can culinary
research and development teach us about how
organizations innovate? Vaughn Tan opens up the black box
of elite culinary R&D to provide essential insights. Drawing
on years of unprecedented access to the best and most
influential culinary R&D teams in the world, he reveals how
they exemplify what he calls the uncertainty mindset. Such
a mindset intentionally incorporates uncertainty into
organization design rather than simply trying to reduce risk.
It changes how organizations hire, set goals, and motivate
team members and leads organizations to work in highly
unconventional ways. A revelatory look at the R&D kitchen,
The Uncertainty Mindset upends conventional wisdom about
how to organize for innovation and offers practical insights
for businesses trying to become innovative and adaptable.
  Traction Justin Mares,Gabriel Weinberg,2014-08-26 Most
startups end in failure. Almost every failed startup has a
product. What failed startups don't have are enough
customers. Traction Book changes that. We provide startup
founders and employees with the framework successful
companies use to get traction. It helps you determine which
marketing channel will be your key to growth. If you can get
even a single distribution channel to work, you have a great
business. -- Peter Thiel, billionare PayPal founder The
number one traction mistake founders and employees make
is not dedicating as much time to traction as they do to
developing a product. This shortsighted approach has
startups trying random tactics -- some ads, a blog post or
two -- in an unstructured way that will likely fail. We
developed our traction framework called Bullseye with the
help of the founders behind several of the biggest
companies and organizations in the world like Jimmy Wales
(Wikipedia), Alexis Ohanian (Reddit), Paul English
(Kayak.com), Alex Pachikov (Evernote) and more. We
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interviewed over forty successful founders and researched
countless more traction stories -- pulling out the repeatable
tactics and strategies they used to get traction. Many
entrepreneurs who build great products simply don't have a
good distribution strategy. -- Mark Andreessen, venture
capitalist Traction will show you how some of the biggest
internet companies have grown, and give you the same
tools and framework to get traction.
  Abolish Silicon Valley Wendy Liu,2020-04-14 Former
insider turned critic Wendy Liu busts the myths of the tech
industry, and offers a galvanising argument for why and
how we must reclaim technology's potential for the public
good. Former insider turned critic Wendy Liu busts the
myths of the tech industry, and offers a galvanising
argument for why and how we must reclaim technology's
potential for the public good. Lucid, probing and urgent.
Wendy Liu manages to be both optimistic about the
emancipatory potential of tech and scathing about the
industry that has harnessed it for bleak and self-serving
ends. -- Naomi Klein, author of On Fire: The Burning Case
for a Green New Deal An inspiring memoir
manifesto...Technologists all over the world are realizing
that no amount of code can substitute for political
engagement. Liu's memoir is a road map for that journey of
realization. -- Cory Doctorow, author of Radicalized and
Little Brother Innovation. Meritocracy. The possibility of
overnight success. What's not to love about Silicon Valley?
These days, it's hard to be unambiguously optimistic about
the growth-at-all-costs ethos of the tech industry. Public
opinion is souring in the wake of revelations about
Cambridge Analytica, Theranos, and the workplace
conditions of Amazon workers or Uber drivers. It's becoming
clear that the tech industry's promised innovation is neither
sustainable nor always desirable. Abolish Silicon Valley is
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both a heartfelt personal story about the wasteful inequality
of Silicon Valley, and a rallying call to engage in the radical
politics needed to upend the status quo. Going beyond the
idiosyncrasies of the individual founders and companies
that characterise the industry today, Wendy Liu delves into
the structural factors of the economy that gave rise to
Silicon Valley as we know it. Ultimately, she proposes a
more radical way of developing technology, where
innovation is conducted for the benefit of society at large,
and not just to enrich a select few.
  DO EPIC SHIT. ANKUR. WARIKOO,2021
  Thin Air Richard K. Morgan,2018-10-23 An atmospheric
tale of corruption and abduction set on Mars, from the
author of the award-winning science fiction novel Altered
Carbon, now an exciting new series from Netflix. NAMED
ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE GUARDIAN
Hakan Veil is an ex–corporate enforcer equipped with
military-grade body tech that’s made him a human killing
machine. His former employers have abandoned him on a
turbulent Mars where Earth-based overlords battle for
profits and power amid a homegrown independence
movement. But he’s had enough of the red planet, and all
he wants is a ticket back home—which is just what he’s
offered by the Earth Oversight organization, in exchange for
being the bodyguard for an EO investigator. It’s a beyond-
easy gig for a heavy hitter like Veil . . . until it isn’t. When
Veil’s charge starts looking into the mysterious
disappearance of a lottery winner, it stirs up a hornet’s nest
of intrigue and murder. And the deeper Veil is drawn into
the game, the more long-buried secrets claw their way to
the Martian surface. Now it’s the expert assassin poised
against powerful enemies hellbent on taking him down—by
any means necessary. Praise for Thin Air “Kick-ass . . .
Mixed in with the thriller-esque action and cyberpunk
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backdrop is a hard-boiled noir story complete with a
twisting and turning plot that keeps readers on their
toes.”—Los Angeles Times “Richard K. Morgan wants to
destroy your Mars fantasies. . . . It’s a grim vision, but one
that Morgan finds far more plausible than the cheerful
visions of plucky Mars colonists common in sci-fi.”—Wired
“A robotically enhanced Jack Reacher [in a] dazzlingly
intricate game of political double- and triple-cross, spiced
with tastily kinetic battle sequences.”—The Guardian “If you
ever imagined that the core esthetics and themes of
cyberpunk—lowlifes and high tech; corporate dominance;
future noir; post-human evolution and cyborg adaptations;
hardscrabble urban environments—were played out, Thin
Air will set you straight, and kick your butt in the process. . .
. Both kinematic and cinematic, [Thin Air is] limned by
Morgan with balletic precision and smashmouth
grace.”—Paul Di Filippo, Locus
  High Growth Handbook Elad Gil,2018-07-17 High
Growth Handbook is the playbook for growing your startup
into a global brand. Global technology executive, serial
entrepreneur, and angel investor Elad Gil has worked with
high-growth tech companies including Airbnb, Twitter,
Google, Stripe, and Square as they’ve grown from small
companies into global enterprises. Across all of these
breakout companies, Gil has identified a set of common
patterns and created an accessible playbook for scaling
high-growth startups, which he has now codified in High
Growth Handbook. In this definitive guide, Gil covers key
topics, including: · The role of the CEO · Managing a board ·
Recruiting and overseeing an executive team · Mergers and
acquisitions · Initial public offerings · Late-stage funding.
Informed by interviews with some of the biggest names in
Silicon Valley, including Reid Hoffman (LinkedIn), Marc
Andreessen (Andreessen Horowitz), and Aaron Levie (Box),
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High Growth Handbook presents crystal-clear guidance for
navigating the most complex challenges that confront
leaders and operators in high-growth startups.
  TensorFlow Machine Learning Cookbook Nick
McClure,2017-02-14 Explore machine learning concepts
using the latest numerical computing library — TensorFlow
— with the help of this comprehensive cookbook About This
Book Your quick guide to implementing TensorFlow in your
day-to-day machine learning activities Learn advanced
techniques that bring more accuracy and speed to machine
learning Upgrade your knowledge to the second generation
of machine learning with this guide on TensorFlow Who This
Book Is For This book is ideal for data scientists who are
familiar with C++ or Python and perform machine learning
activities on a day-to-day basis. Intermediate and advanced
machine learning implementers who need a quick guide
they can easily navigate will find it useful. What You Will
Learn Become familiar with the basics of the TensorFlow
machine learning library Get to know Linear Regression
techniques with TensorFlow Learn SVMs with hands-on
recipes Implement neural networks and improve predictions
Apply NLP and sentiment analysis to your data Master CNN
and RNN through practical recipes Take TensorFlow into
production In Detail TensorFlow is an open source software
library for Machine Intelligence. The independent recipes in
this book will teach you how to use TensorFlow for complex
data computations and will let you dig deeper and gain
more insights into your data than ever before. You'll work
through recipes on training models, model evaluation,
sentiment analysis, regression analysis, clustering analysis,
artificial neural networks, and deep learning – each using
Google's machine learning library TensorFlow. This guide
starts with the fundamentals of the TensorFlow library
which includes variables, matrices, and various data
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sources. Moving ahead, you will get hands-on experience
with Linear Regression techniques with TensorFlow. The
next chapters cover important high-level concepts such as
neural networks, CNN, RNN, and NLP. Once you are familiar
and comfortable with the TensorFlow ecosystem, the last
chapter will show you how to take it to production. Style
and approach This book takes a recipe-based approach
where every topic is explicated with the help of a real-world
example.
  The Hardware Hacker Andrew Bunnie
Huang,2019-08-27 For over a decade, Andrew bunnie
Huang, one of the world's most esteemed hackers, has
shaped the fields of hacking and hardware, from his cult-
classic book Hacking the Xbox to the open-source laptop
Novena and his mentorship of various hardware startups
and developers. In The Hardware Hacker, Huang shares his
experiences in manufacturing and open hardware, creating
an illuminating and compelling career retrospective.
Huang’s journey starts with his first visit to the staggering
electronics markets in Shenzhen, with booths overflowing
with capacitors, memory chips, voltmeters, and possibility.
He shares how he navigated the overwhelming world of
Chinese factories to bring chumby, Novena, and
Chibitronics to life, covering everything from creating a Bill
of Materials to choosing the factory to best fit his needs.
Through this collection of personal essays and interviews on
topics ranging from the legality of reverse engineering to a
comparison of intellectual property practices between China
and the United States, bunnie weaves engineering, law, and
society into the tapestry of open hardware. With highly
detailed passages on the ins and outs of manufacturing and
a comprehensive take on the issues associated with open
source hardware, The Hardware Hacker is an invaluable
resource for aspiring hackers and makers.
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  Scaling Teams Alexander Grosse,David
Loftesness,2017-01-11 Leading a fast-growing team is a
uniquely challenging experience. Startups with a hot
product often double or triple in size quickly—a recipe for
chaos if company leaders aren’t prepared for the pitfalls of
hyper-growth. If you’re leading a startup or a new team
between 10 and 150 people, this guide provides a practical
approach to managing your way through these challenges.
Each section covers essential strategies and tactics for
managing growth, starting with a single team and exploring
typical scaling points as the team grows in size and
complexity. The book also provides many examples and
lessons learned, based on the authors’ experience and
interviews with industry leaders. Learn how to make the
most of: Hiring: Learn a scalable hiring process for growing
your team People management: Use 1-on-1 mentorship,
dispute resolution, and other techniques to ensure your
team is happy and productive Organization: Motivate
employees by applying five organizational design principles
Culture: Build a culture that can evolve as you grow, while
remaining connected to the team’s core values
Communication: Ensure that important information—and
only the important stuff—gets through
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