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  The Meaning Of Sports Michael Mandelbaum,2005-05-11 In The Meaning of Sports, Michael
Mandelbaum, a sports fan who is also one of the nation's preeminent foreign policy thinkers,
examines America's century-long love affair with team sports. In keeping with his reputation for
writing about big ideas in an illuminating and graceful way, he shows how sports respond to deep
human needs; describes the ways in which baseball, football and basketball became national
institutions and how they reached their present forms; and covers the evolution of rules, the rise and
fall of the most successful teams, and the historical significance of the most famous and influential
figures such as Babe Ruth, Vince Lombardi, and Michael Jordan. Whether he is writing about
baseball as the agrarian game, football as similar to warfare, basketball as the embodiment of post-
industrial society, or the moral havoc created by baseball's designated hitter rule, Mandelbaum
applies the full force of his learning and wit to subjects about which so many Americans care
passionately: the games they played in their youth and continue to follow as adults. By offering a
fresh and unconventional perspective on these games, The Meaning of Sports makes for fascinating
and rewarding reading both for fans and newcomers.
  So, You Want to Work in Sports? Joanne Mattern,2014-04 In the spirited fourth installment of
the popular BE WHAT YOU WANT series, veteran children's author Joanne Mattern shares the
secret to building a career in sports. From star athlete to sportscaster, Mattern outlines the varied
positions that keep the ball rolling in the sports arena. Whatever one's skill-- math, art, performance-
-the perfect sports job is waiting. With tips from successful athletes and professionals, inspiring
biographies of young people working in sports today, games, and a huge list of resources-- kids will
fi nd everything they need to get up and running in a career in sports! LEARN ABOUT EXCITI NG
CAREERS, SUC H AS: - Coach - Sports wr iter - Agent - Pro athlete - Sports medicine - Photographer
- Talent scout - And more!--
  Sports Crazy Steven J. Overman,2019-02-11 Sports Crazy: How Sports Are Sabotaging
American Schools exposes the excesses of middle and high school sports and the detrimental effects
our sports obsession has on American education. Institutions are increasingly emulating college and
professional sports models and losing sight of a host of educational and health goals. Steven J.
Overman describes how this agenda is driven largely by partisan fans and parents of athletes who
exert an inordinate influence on school priorities, and he explains how and why school
administrators shockingly and consistently capitulate to these demands. The author underscores the
incongruity of public schools involved in an entertainment business and the effects this diversion has
on academic integrity, learning, life experience, and overall educational outcomes. Overman
examines out-of-control school sports within the context of a school’s educational mission and
curriculum, with telling reference to impacts on physical education. He explores as well the outsized
place of interscholastic sports beyond the classroom and scrutinizes the distorted relationship
between intramural or recreational sports and elitist, varsity athletics. Overman’s chapter on tackle
football explains many reasons why this sport should be eliminated from the school extracurriculum
and replaced by flag or touch football. Overman presents a brief history of interscholastic sports,
and he compares and contrasts the American experience of school-sponsored sport to the European
model of community-based clubs. Which approach better serves students? Overman recommends
reforms in the context of a radical proposal to phase out interscholastic sports in favor of an
intramural or club model. This approach would alleviate such problems as elitism and gender bias
and reign in hypercompetitiveness while freeing schools to educate students rather than provide
public entertainment.
  Sports, Inc. Phil Schaaf,2009-12-30 For students interested in a career in sports entertainment
or professionals already in the business, Sports, Inc. has the latest information on one of the most
dynamic and growing areas of the entertainment industry today. Illustrations.
  American History through American Sports Bob Batchelor,Danielle Sarver
Coombs,2012-12-18 Filled with insightful analysis and compelling arguments, this book considers
the influence of sports on popular culture and spotlights the fascinating ways in which sports culture
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and American culture intersect. This collection blends historical and popular culture perspectives in
its analysis of the development of sports and sports figures throughout American history. American
History through American Sports: From Colonial Lacrosse to Extreme Sports is unique in that it
focuses on how each sport has transformed and influenced society at large, demonstrating how
sports and popular culture are intrinsically entwined and the ways they both reflect larger societal
transformations. The essays in the book are wide-ranging, covering topics of interest for sports fans
who enjoy the NFL and NASCAR as well as those who like tennis and watching the Olympics. Many
topics feature information about specific sports icons and favorite heroes. Additionally, many of the
topics' treatments prompt engagement by purposely challenging the reader to either agree or
disagree with the author's analysis.
  Sports Publicity Joseph Favorito,2007 Sports Publicity offers unique, practical insight to the
oft-overlooked but vastly important aspect of effective public relations within a sport organization.
Written by Joe Favorito, former Vice President of PR for the New York Knicks, this book offers a
diverse look at the various genres of sport PR, and delves into the history of the field, as well as
providing perspective on where it is going with the burgeoning popularity of various new media.
Features chapters that emphasize and instruct regarding the importance of good writing and
speaking, and also looks at how to effectively deal with international media- the expectations of non-
American press with American athletes, how non-American athletes deal with American media,
respecting traditions and avoiding stereotypes, and other important lessons. * A practical look at the
various aspects of effective public relations management in the sport industry * Features multiple
case studies per chapter taken from the authors vast experience in PR in sport * Details the oft-
ignored history of sport PR, as well as perspective on where the industry is moving toward * Diverse
in its scope, as it details the ins and outs of effective PR working with large market professional
teams, college athletic departments, as well as minor league sports
  The Business of Sports Scott Rosner,Kenneth L. Shropshire,2004 The book covers professional,
Olympic and collegiate sports and each chapter has a fully developed introduction to explaine the
relevance of the articles to be presented.
  On the Origins of Sports Gary Belsky,Neil Fine,2016-04-19 New York Times Bestseller
“Fascinating.”—Men’s Health, Best Beach Reads for Sports Fans On the Origins of Sports is an
illustrated book built around the original rules of 21 of the world’s most popular sports, from football
and soccer to wrestling and mixed martial arts. Never before have the original rules for these sports
coexisted in one volume. Brimming with history and miscellany, it is the ultimate sports book for the
thinking fan. Each sport’s chapter includes a short history, the sport’s original rules, and a deeper
look into an element of the sport, such as the evolution of the baseball glove; sports with war roots; a
compendium of sports balls; and iconic sports trophies. Written by ESPN The Magazine’s former
editor in chief, Gary Belsky, and executive editor, Neil Fine, and filled with period-style line
drawings in a handsome package, On the Origins of Sports is a book that sports fans and history
buffs alike will want to display on their coffee tables, showcase on their bookshelves, and treasure
for generations.
  The Sports Book Ray Stubbs,2011-04-01 This is the ultimate armchair companion to practically
every sport ever invented, put together with sports fantatic Ray Stubbs. Check out the rules, history,
players and events for over 250 of the world's greatest sports: from basketball to bobsleigh, karate
to korfball, and synchronised swimming to ski jumping. Stay ahead in the world of sport with the
latest facts and figures from leading experts and governing bodies. And pick up the techniques and
tactics of the world's best competitors. Plus get in training early with the special fact-filled feature
on the Olympic Games.
  Raw Colin Cowherd,2015-10-13 The ESPN radio show host describes scandals, rivalries, and
players' lives along with his own life behind-the-scenes, revealing details of what goes on in
professional sports and at the sports channel.
  Sports and Athletics Developments James Harry Humphrey,2008 Sports and athletics are at
the focus of attention of millions and millions of people around the world - regardless of the level of
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the sport of athletic competition. There is perhaps more learned about life on the playing fields than
anywhere else. This book brings together developments in this diverse field.
  Game Over Dave Zirin,2011-05-10 “Enlightening” essays on athletes, activism, and the important
role sports plays in our society (Publishers Weekly). Sportscaster Howard Cosell dubbed it “rule
number one of the jockocracy”: sports and politics just don’t mix. But in truth, some of our most
important debates about class, race, religion, sex, and the raw quest for political power are played
out both on and off the field. From the NFL lockout and the role of soccer in the Arab Spring to the
Penn State sexual abuse scandals and Tim Tebow’s on-field genuflections, this timely and hard-
hitting new book from the “conscience of American sports writing” offers new insights and analysis
of headline-grabbing sports controversies (The Washington Post). It explores the shady side of the
NCAA; the explosive 2011 MLB All-Star Game; and why the Dodgers crashed and burned. It covers
the fascinating struggles of gay and lesbian athletes to gain acceptance, female athletes to be more
than sex symbols, and athletes everywhere to assert their collective bargaining rights as union
members. Dave Zirin also illustrates the ways that athletes are once again using their exalted
platforms to speak out and reclaim sports from the corporate interests that have taken it hostage. In
Game Over, he cheers the victories—but also reflects on how far we have yet to go. “A book that no
thinking sports fan can afford to miss.” —Jonathan Mahler, author of Ladies and Gentlemen, The
Bronx Is Burning
  What's My Name, Fool? Dave Zirin,2011-02 In Whats My Name, Fool? sports writer Dave Zirin
shows how sports express the worst - and at times the most creative, exciting, and political - features
of our society. Zirins sharp and insightful commentary on the personalities, politics, and history of
American sports is unlike any sports writing being done today. Zirin explores how NBA brawls
highlight tensions beyond the arena, how the bold stances taken by sports unions can chart a path
for the entire labor movement, and the unexplored political stirrings of a new generation of athletes
who are no longer content to just ''play one game at a time.'' Whats My Name, Fool? draws on
original interviews with former heavyweight champ George Foreman, Olympic athlete John Carlos,
NBA player and anti-death penalty activist Etan Thomas, antiwar womens college hoopster Toni
Smith, Olympic Project for Human Rights leader Lee Evans and many others. It also unearths a
history of athletes ranging from Jackie Robinson to Muhammad Ali to Billie Jean King, who charted a
new course through their athletic ability and their outspoken views.
  Athletes Breaking Bad John C. Lamothe,Donna J. Barbie,2020-06-24 At their basic level,
sporting events are about numbers: wins and losses, percentages and points, shots and saves, clocks
and countdowns. However, sports narratives quickly leave the realm of statistics. The stories we tell
and retell, sometimes for decades, make sports dramatic and compelling. Just like any great drama,
sports imply conflict, not just battles on the field of play, but clashes of personalities, goals, and
strategies. In telling these stories, we create heroes, but we also create villains. This book is about
the latter, those players who transgress norms and expectations and who we label the bad boys of
sports. Using a variety of approaches, these 13 new essays examine the cultural, social, and
rhetorical implications of sports villainy. Each chapter focuses on a different athlete and sport,
questioning issues such as how notorious sports figures are defined to be bad within particular
sports and within the larger culture, the role media play in creating antiheroes, fan reactions when
players cross boundaries, and how those boundaries shift depending on the athlete's gender,
sexuality, and race.
  Scribe Bob Ryan,2014-10-07 A respected sportswriter for the Boston Globe traces his early love
of sports, experiences as a dedicated fan, and human observations behind pivotal sports moments.
  Race in Sports Media Coverage Duchess Harris,Jill C. Wheeler,2018-12-15 Race in Sports
Media Coverage looks at how and why athletes of color are covered much differently than their
white counterparts. Breaking down stereotypes and creating opportunities for journalists of color
are just two of the important topics discussed. Features include a glossary, references, websites,
source notes, and an index. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards.
Essential Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
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  The Rise of Sports in New Orleans Dale A. Somers,1972
  Ultimate Book of Sports Scott McNeely,2012-10-10 Information on over 250 sports, including
rules and trivia.
  Pocket Genius Sports DK,2021-12-28 Learn about over 120 sports from across the world — from
mountain biking and water sports to soccer and extreme sports! The exciting sports book introduces
children to the most interesting sports, their origins, fun facts about the games or events, the
players — and the sports associations that support these incredible displays of human ability. In this
sports guide, you’ll find: • Catalog pages featuring individual entries on sports with an image, a
caption and bullet-point data. • Additional introductory spreads explaining the gameplay, equipment
and rules of a particular sport. • Reference spreads at the end of the book providing further amazing
facts. Ever wonder which is the oldest sport? Or how the Olympics came into being? What does a
midfielder do in soccer? The answers to all these questions and more can be found in this pocket-
sized book for children! Packed with vibrant illustrations, photographs and bite-sized text, this kid’s
sports book covers almost every sport imaginable. Children will love to learn about gameplay, rules
of scoring, court and field sizes, and even equipment for different types of sports and sporting events
— and stats on record breakers and top competitors in every sport. Reference pages include exciting
achievements, top athletes as well as the many competitions on the planet. Pocket Genius Sports is a
part of DK’s Pocket Genius series that covers interesting topics that captivate, engage and inspire
young children. Each book in the series covers an interesting topic from animals and ancient
civilization to oceans and science.
  The Norton Book of Sports George Plimpton,1992 A collection of short stories and other
writings centering around sports for each season.
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and empowers individuals to
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