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  Barack Obama and the New America Larry J.
Sabato,2013-01-16 Larry Sabato, one of the leading experts
in American politics, has brought together respected
journalists and academics from across the political
spectrum to examine every facet of the 2012 election, and
what its development and outcome will mean for the nation
moving forward. In frank, accessible prose, each author
offers insight that goes beyond the headlines, and dives
into the underlying forces and shifts that drove the election
from its earliest developments to its dramatic conclusion.
  The Center Holds Jonathan Alter,2013-06-04 From the
bestselling author of The Promise, the thrilling story of one
of the most momentous contests in American history, the
Battle Royale between Obama and his enemies from the
2010 midterms through the 2013 inauguration. The election
of 2012 will be remembered as a hinge of history. With
huge victories in the 2010 midterm elections the Republican
Party had blocked President Obama at every turn and made
plans to wrench the country sharply to the right. 2012
offered the GOP a clear shot at controlling all three
branches of government and repealing much of the social
contract dating back to the New Deal. Facing free-spending
billionaires, Fox News, and a concerted effort in 19 states to
tilt the election by suppressing Democratic votes, Obama
repelled the assault and navigated the nation back to the
center. In The Center Holds, Jonathan Alter produces the
first full account of America at the crossroads. With
exclusive reporting and rare historical insight, he pierces
the bubble of the White House and the presidential
campaigns in a landmark election that marked the return of
big money and the rise of big data. He tells the epic story of
an embattled president fighting back with the first
campaign of the Digital Age. Alter relates the untold story
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behind Obama’s highs and lows, from the raid on Osama
bin Laden’s compound to the frustration of the debt ceiling
fiasco to his unexpected run-ins with black and Latino
activists. There are fresh details about the Koch brothers,
Grover Norquist, Roger Ailes, and the online haters who
suffer from “Obama Derangement Syndrome.” Alter takes
us inside Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan’s Boston campaign as
well as Obama’s disastrous preparation for the first debate.
We meet Obama’s analytics geeks working out of “The
Cave” and the man who secretly videotaped Romney’s
infamous comments on the “47 percent.” The Center Holds
will deepen our understanding of the Obama presidency,
the stakes of the 2012 election, and the future of the
country.
  The Obamas Jodi Kantor,2012-01-10 When Barack
Obama won the 2008 presidential election, he also won a
long-running debate with his wife Michelle. Contrary to her
fears, politics now seemed like a worthwhile, even noble
pursuit. Together they planned a White House life that
would be as normal and sane as possible. Then they moved
in. In the Obamas, Jodi Kantor takes us deep inside the
White House as they try to grapple with their new roles,
change the country, raise children, maintain friendships,
and figure out what it means to be the first black President
and First Lady. Filled with riveting detail and insight into
their partnership, emotions and personalities, and written
with a keen eye for the ironies of public life, The Obamas is
an intimate portrait that will surprise even readers who
thought they knew the President and First Lady.
  The Party Decides Marty Cohen,David Karol,Hans
Noel,John Zaller,2009-05-15 Throughout the contest for the
2008 Democratic presidential nomination, politicians and
voters alike worried that the outcome might depend on the
preferences of unelected superdelegates. This concern
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threw into relief the prevailing notion that—such unusually
competitive cases notwithstanding—people, rather than
parties, should and do control presidential nominations. But
for the past several decades, The Party Decides shows,
unelected insiders in both major parties have effectively
selected candidates long before citizens reached the ballot
box. Tracing the evolution of presidential nominations since
the 1790s, this volume demonstrates how party insiders
have sought since America’s founding to control
nominations as a means of getting what they want from
government. Contrary to the common view that the party
reforms of the 1970s gave voters more power, the authors
contend that the most consequential contests remain the
candidates’ fights for prominent endorsements and the
support of various interest groups and state party leaders.
These invisible primaries produce frontrunners long before
most voters start paying attention, profoundly influencing
final election outcomes and investing parties with far more
nominating power than is generally recognized.
  The Gamble John Sides,Lynn Vavreck,2014-09-07 A
unique moneyball look at the 2012 U.S. presidential contest
between Barack Obama and Mitt Romney Game changer.
We heard it so many times during the 2012 U.S. presidential
election. But what actually made a difference in the
contest—and what was just hype? In this groundbreaking
book, John Sides and Lynn Vavreck tell the dramatic story of
the election—with a big difference. Using an unusual
moneyball approach and drawing on extensive quantitative
data, they look beyond the anecdote, folklore, and
conventional wisdom that often pass for election analysis to
separate what was truly important from what was
irrelevant. The Gamble combines this data with the best
social science research and colorful on-the-ground
reporting, providing the most accurate and precise account
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of the election yet written—and the only book of its kind. In
a new preface, the authors reflect on the place of The
Gamble in the tradition of presidential election studies, its
reception to date, and possible paths for future social
science research.
  Let the People Pick the President Jesse
Wegman,2020-03-17 “Wegman combines in-depth historical
analysis and insight into contemporary politics to present a
cogent argument that the Electoral College violates
America’s ‘core democratic principles’ and should be done
away with... —Publishers Weekly The framers of the
Constitution battled over it. Lawmakers have tried to amend
or abolish it more than 700 times. To this day, millions of
voters, and even members of Congress, misunderstand how
it works. It deepens our national divide and distorts the core
democratic principles of political equality and majority rule.
How can we tolerate the Electoral College when every vote
does not count the same, and the candidate who gets the
most votes can lose? Twice in the last five elections, the
Electoral College has overridden the popular vote, calling
the integrity of the entire system into question—and
creating a false picture of a country divided into bright red
and blue blocks when in fact we are purple from coast to
coast. Even when the popular-vote winner becomes
president, tens of millions of Americans—Republicans and
Democrats alike—find that their votes didn't matter. And,
with statewide winner-take-all rules, only a handful of
battleground states ultimately decide who will become
president. Now, as political passions reach a boiling point at
the dawn of the 2020 race, the message from the American
people is clear: The way we vote for the only official whose
job it is to represent all Americans is neither fair nor just.
Major reform is needed—now. Isn't it time to let the people
pick the president? In this thoroughly researched and
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engaging call to arms, Supreme Court journalist and New
York Times editorial board member Jesse Wegman draws
upon the history of the founding era, as well as information
gleaned from campaign managers, field directors, and other
officials from twenty-first-century Democratic and
Republican presidential campaigns, to make a powerful
case for abolishing the antiquated and antidemocratic
Electoral College. In Let the People Pick the President he
shows how we can at long last make every vote in the
United States count—and restore belief in our democratic
system.
  Collision 2012 Dan Balz,2013-08-06 From the
bestselling author of The Battle for America 2008 and
longtime Washington Post correspondent, an inside view
and analysis of the Obama-Romney presidential race In
2008 a bright young candidate triumphed on a theme of
change and hope. Four years later an embattled President
struggled against an apocalyptically divided and divisive
Congress, a war that won’t end, and an economy that casts
a dark penumbra over every spark of good news. His
opponent, a well-heeled businessman who couldn't seem to
stand on his own business record, withstood unexpected
and extreme opposition to capture the nomination of a
party whose main platform and principles with which he
was historically and fundamentally at odds. The 2012
Election, once predicted to be a boring run at a popular
President, took on a new urgency with the infamous 2010
midterm shellacking and equally infamous Citizen United
ruling, and delivered drama and tension as the Republicans
tried to reconcile the factions at war within their party and
Democrats faced the tsunami of super Pac money flooding
local and regional elections. As with his last book, The
Battle for America 2008, Washington Post correspondent
Dan Balz uses a combination of superb sources and long,
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deep reporting experience to take us both deep inside and
far beyond Campaign HQs in Chicago and Boston. He tracks
the nuances of Beltway politics and the thinking behind the
scenes to show how Obama regained his footing, and to
speculate about whether this election actually did anything
to change the toxically poisonous atmosphere inside the
Beltway, the increasing hostility and disenchantment with
politicians outside, and the frightening effect of the torrent
of money being poured out by special-interest groups
beholden to no voter or law? Will there be anything in this
election that will heal the political process in America?
Special highlights include two much talked-about post-
election interviews with Romney and Christie which have
been making headlines, as well as a new afterword.
  New Rules Bill Maher,2006-09-05 Bill Maher is on the
forefront of the new wave of comedians who influence and
shape political debate through their comedy. He is best
known not just for being funny, but for advocating truth
over sensitivity and taking on the political establishment.
Maher first came to national attention as the host of the hit
ABC-TV program Politically Incorrect, where he offered a
combustible mixture of irreverence and acerbic humor that
helped him to garner a loyal following, as well as a
reputation for being a controversial bad boy. Bill Maher's
popular new HBO television show, Real Time, has put Maher
more front and center than ever before. Particularly one
regular segment on the show, entitled New Rules, has been
a hit with his ever-growing legion of fans. It is the part of
the show during which Maher takes serious aim, bringing all
of his intelligence, incisiveness, wit, and his signature
exasperation to bear on topics ranging from cell phones (I
don't need my cell phone to take pictures or access the
Internet. I just need it to make a phone call. From
everywhere! Not just the places it likes!) to fast food (No
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McDonald's in hospitals. I'm not kidding!) to the
conservative agenda (Stop claiming it's an agenda. It's not
an agenda. It's a random collection of laws that your
corporate donors paid you to pass.). His bestselling book,
New Rules, brings these brilliantly conceived riffs and rants
to the written page. This new edition of the book, in
paperback for the first time, also features some brand-new
material.
  Today on Election Day David Leonard,2012-07-01
The school gym is a polling place and Bailey, Ren, David,
Meg, Aiden, and Isabella know all about Election Day and
voting! Bailey helped her Aunt Julia run for a seat on the
city council. Aiden goes with his grandpa to vote. David's
brother Jake will be voting for the first time. Meg talks about
how years ago, some citizens were not permitted to vote. A
perfect picture book for future voters of America, Today on
Election Day will simultaneously entertain and educate.
  Indispensable Gautam Mukunda,2012 The author
helps readers figure out which leaders matter, why, and
when - and what lessons they can learn from those who do
matter. Leaders from politics and business are profiled, they
include: Abraham Lincoln, Neville Chamberlain, Woodrow
Wilson, Thomas Jefferson, Winston Churchill, Jamie Dimon,
Al Dunlap, Sir Jacky Fisher, and Judah Folkman.
  The American Elections of 2012 Janet M. Box-
Steffensmeier,Steven E. Schier,2013-05-29 The 2012
American elections were highly competitive, with the
unusually close partisan balance making the elections an
opportunity for each of the two major parties. This book
assembles leading political scientists and political
journalists to explain the 2012 election results and their
implications for America’s future. In addition to assessing
election results, the book examines the consequences of
the large ambitions of the Obama presidency and the
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political and policy risks entailed in the pursuit of those
ambitions. It also explores Congressional elections and
policymaking since 2008, and how they affected election
results in 2012. The book promises a more coherent focus
than that evident in similar edited works, achieved through
a limited number of chapters and clear definition of chapter
content.
  It's Even Worse Than It Looks Thomas E. Mann,Norman
J. Ornstein,2016-04-05 Hyperpartisanship is as old as
American democracy. But now, acrimony is not confined to
a moment; it's a permanent state of affairs and has seeped
into every part of the political process. Identifying the
overriding problems that have led Congress—and the
United States—to the brink of institutional collapse, It's
Even Worse Than It Looks profoundly altered the debate
about why America's government has become so
dysfunctional. Through a new preface and afterword,
Thomas Mann and Norman Ornstein bring the story forward,
examining the 2012 presidential campaign and exploring
the prospects of a less dysfunctional government. As
provocative and controversial as ever, It's Even Worse Than
It Looks will continue to set the terms of our political debate
in the years to come.
  Barack Obama Biographiq,Filiquarian Publishing,2008
Barack Obama - Hope and Change is a biography of Barack
Obama, who is a candidate for the office of President of the
United States and current United States Senator from the
state of Illinois. Barack Obama was born in Honolulu, Hawaii
to a black Kenyan father and an American white mother. He
graduated from Law School from Harvard and has worked
as a community organizer in Chicago, Civil Rights attorney
and a lecturer at the University of Chicago. Barack Obama
was elected as a Democrat to the United States Senate
representing Illinois in 2006 and gained attentioned
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nationally when he delivered the keynote address at the
Democratic National Convention that year. Currently Barack
Obama is a candidate for President of the United States,
and would make history if elected as the first black
President in American history. Barack Obama - Hope and
Change is highly recommended for those who are
interested in learning more about this inspirational
Presidential candidate and also for those who would like to
read a biography about the life and politics of Barack
Obama.
  The Victory Lab Sasha Issenberg,2013-09-17 UPDATED
FOR THE 2016 ELECTION The book Politico calls “Moneyball
for politics” shows how cutting-edge social science and
analytics are reshaping the modern political campaign.
Renegade thinkers are crashing the gates of a venerable
American institution, shoving aside its so-called wise men
and replacing them with a radical new data-driven order.
We’ve seen it in sports, and now in The Victory Lab,
journalist Sasha Issenberg tells the hidden story of the
analytical revolution upending the way political campaigns
are run in the 21st century. The Victory Lab follows the
academics and maverick operatives rocking the war room
and re-engineering a high-stakes industry previously run on
little more than gut instinct and outdated assumptions.
Armed with research from behavioural psychology and
randomized experiments that treat voters as unwitting
guinea pigs, the smartest campaigns now believe they
know who you will vote for even before you do. Issenberg
tracks these fascinating techniques—which include cutting
edge persuasion experiments, innovative ways to mobilize
voters, heavily researched electioneering methods—and
shows how our most important figures, such as Barack
Obama and Mitt Romney, are putting them to use with
surprising skill and alacrity. Provocative, clear-eyed and
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energetically reported, The Victory Lab offers iconoclastic
insights into political marketing, human decision-making,
and the increasing power of analytics.
  Brave New Ballot Aviel David Rubin,2006-09-05
Democracy has never been more vulnerable. The problem
is right here in America. How to Sabotage an Election
Become an election judge and carry a refrigerator magnet
in your pocket Program every fifth vote to automatically
record for your candidate Bury your hacked code Avi Rubin,
a computer scientist at Johns Hopkins and a specialist in
systems security knows something the rest of us don’t.
Maybe we suspected it, maybe we’ve thought it, but we
didn’t have proof. Until now. The electronic voting machines
being used in 37 states are vulnerable to tampering, and
because the manufacturers are not required to
reveal—even to the government—how they operate, voters
will never know if their votes are recorded accurately.
Follow Rubin on his quest to wake America up to the fact
that the irregularities in the 2004 elections might not have
been accidents; that there are simple solutions that election
commissions are willfully ignoring; that if you voted on an
electronic machine, there’s a chance you didn’t vote the
way you wanted to. Learn what you can do the next time
you vote to make sure that your vote is counted. Imagine
for a moment that you live in a country where nobody is
sure how most of the votes are counted, and there’s no
reliable record for performing a recount. Imagine that
machines count the votes, but nobody knows how they
work. Now imagine if somebody found out that the
machines were vulnerable to attack, but the agencies that
operate them won’t take the steps to make them safe. If
you live in America, you don’t need to imagine anything.
This is the reality of electronic voting in our country. Avi
Rubin is a computer scientist at Johns Hopkins University
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and a specialist in systems security. He and a team of
researchers studied the code that operates the machines
now used in 37 states and discovered the following
terrifying facts: The companies hired to test the election
equipment for federal certification did not study the code
that operates the machines and the election commissions
employed no computer security analysts. All votes are
recorded on a single removable card similar to the one in a
digital camera. There is no way to determine if the card or
the code that operates the machine has been tampered
with. It’s very easy to program a machine to change votes.
There’s no way to determine if that has happened. There
were enough irregularities with the electronic voting
machines used throughout the 2004 election to make
anyone think twice about using them again. Avi Rubin has
testified at Congressional hearings trying to alert the
government that it has put our democracy at risk by relying
so heavily on voting machines without taking the proper
precautions. As he has waged this battle, he has been
attacked, undermined, and defamed by a prominent
manufacturer. His job has been threatened, but he won’t
give up until every citizen understands that at this moment,
our democracy hangs in the balance. There are simple
solutions and, before you vote in the next election, Rubin
wants you to know your rights. If you don’t know them and
you use an electronic voting machine, you may not be
voting at all.
  Game Change John Heilemann,Mark
Halperin,2010-02-09 The gripping inside story of the 2008
presidential election, by two of the best political reporters in
the country. “It’s one of the best books on politics of any
kind I’ve read. For entertainment value, I put it up there
with Catch 22.” —The Financial Times “It transports you to
a parallel universe in which everything in the National
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Enquirer is true….More interesting is what we learn about
the candidates themselves: their frailties, egos and almost
super-human stamina.” —The Financial Times “I can’t put
down this book!” —Stephen Colbert Game Change is the
New York Times bestselling story of the 2008 presidential
election, by John Heilemann and Mark Halperin, two of the
best political reporters in the country. In the spirit of
Richard Ben Cramer’s What It Takes and Theodore H.
White’s The Making of the President 1960, this classic
campaign trail book tells the defining story of a new era in
American politics, going deeper behind the scenes of the
Obama/Biden and McCain/Palin campaigns than any other
account of the historic 2008 election.
  Panic 2012 Michael Hastings,2013-01-15 One of
America’s most important young journalists delivers the
first substantial piece of narrative nonfiction to chronicle the
hard-fought closing months of the 2012 presidential
campaign in PANIC 2012. Michael Hastings – BuzzFeed
correspondent at large; Rolling Stone contributor; George
Polk Award winner; and critically acclaimed, New York
Times-bestselling author of The Operators – presents an in-
your-face, on-the-ground, real-time, singular account of how
the Obama campaign privately panicked and ultimately
recovered after the President’s disastrous performance in
his first debate with Mitt Romney. In the tradition of
iconoclastic journalists such as Hunter S. Thompson,
Richard Ben Cramer, and P. J. O’Rourke, Hastings offers an
edgy, rollicking, wholly original portrayal of the enormous
and intense political operation that is an American
presidential campaign.
  Predicting Presidential Elections and Other
Things, Second Edition Ray Fair,2011-12-14 It's the
economy, stupid, as Democratic strategist James Carville
would say. After many years of study, Ray C. Fair has found
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that the state of the economy has a dominant influence on
national elections. Just in time for the 2012 presidential
election, this new edition of his classic text, Predicting
Presidential Elections and Other Things, provides us with a
look into the likely future of our nation's political
landscape—but Fair doesn't stop there. Fair puts other
national issues under the microscope as well—including
congressional elections, Federal Reserve behavior, and
inflation. In addition he covers topics well beyond today's
headlines, as the book takes on questions of more direct,
personal interest such as wine quality, predicting football
games, and aging effects in baseball. Which of your friends
is most likely to have an extramarital affair? How important
is class attendance for academic performance in college?
How fast can you expect to run a race or perform some
physical task at age 55, given your time at age 30? Read
Predicting Presidential Elections and Other Things and find
out! As Fair works his way through an incredibly broad
range of questions and topics, he teaches and delights. The
discussion that underlies each chapter topic moves from
formulating theories about real world phenomena to lessons
on how to analyze data, test theories, and make
predictions. At the end of this book, readers will walk away
with more than mere predictions. They will have learned a
new approach to thinking about many age-old concerns in
public and private life, and will have a myriad of fun facts to
share.
  The Reactionary Mind Corey Robin,2018 Late in life,
William F. Buckley made a confession to Corey Robin.
Capitalism is boring, said the founding father of the
American right. Devoting your life to it, as conservatives do,
is horrifying if only because it's so repetitious. It's like sex.
With this unlikely conversation began Robin's decade-long
foray into the conservative mind. What is conservatism, and
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what's truly at stake for its proponents? If capitalism bores
them, what excites them? In The Reactionary Mind, Robin
traces conservatism back to its roots in the reaction against
the French Revolution. He argues that the right was
inspired, and is still united, by its hostility to emancipating
the lower orders. Some conservatives endorse the free
market; others oppose it. Some criticize the state; others
celebrate it. Underlying these differences is the impulse to
defend power and privilege against movements demanding
freedom and equality -- while simultaneously making
populist appeals to the masses. Despite their opposition to
these movements, conservatives favor a dynamic
conception of politics and society -- one that involves self-
transformation, violence, and war. They are also highly
adaptive to new challenges and circumstances. This
partiality to violence and capacity for reinvention have been
critical to their success. Written by a highly-regarded, keen
observer of the contemporary political scene, The
Reactionary Mind ranges widely, from Edmund Burke to
Antonin Scalia and Donald Trump, and from John C. Calhoun
to Ayn Rand. It advances the notion that all right-wing
ideologies, from the eighteenth century through today, are
improvisations on a theme: the felt experience of having
power, seeing it threatened, and trying to win it back. When
its first edition appeared in 2011, The Reactionary Mind set
off a fierce debate. It has since been acclaimed as the book
that predicted Trump (New Yorker) and one of the more
influential political works of the last decade (Washington
Monthly). Now updated to include Trump's election and his
first one hundred days in office, The Reactionary Mind is
more relevant than ever.
  Reforming U.S. Drone Strike Policies Micah
Zenko,2013-01-01 Douglas Dillon Fellow Micah Zenko
analyzes the potentially serious consequences, both at
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home and abroad, of a lightly overseen drone program and
makes recommendations for improving its governance.

Unveiling the Power of Verbal Beauty: An Emotional Sojourn
through Nytimes Election 2012

In a world inundated with monitors and the cacophony of
immediate connection, the profound power and
psychological resonance of verbal art often disappear in to
obscurity, eclipsed by the regular barrage of noise and
distractions. However, situated within the musical pages of
Nytimes Election 2012, a fascinating function of fictional
brilliance that pulses with organic thoughts, lies an
memorable trip waiting to be embarked upon. Written by
way of a virtuoso wordsmith, this interesting opus manuals
visitors on a psychological odyssey, gently revealing the
latent possible and profound impact stuck within the
complicated web of language. Within the heart-wrenching
expanse with this evocative evaluation, we shall embark
upon an introspective exploration of the book is key
subjects, dissect their charming writing design, and
immerse ourselves in the indelible effect it leaves upon the
depths of readers souls.
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