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  The Birth of Freedom Acton Institute,2011-04 The Birth of Freedom Study Guide examines
freedom in the light of perennial observations and questions about the human condition. People are
separated by enormous differences in talent and circumstance. Why would anyone believe that all
men are created equal? Why would any nation consider this a self-evident truth? How is freedom
born? (DVD sold separately)
  The False Promise of Green Energy Andrew P. Morriss,2011 Green energy promises an
alluring future---more jobs in a cleaner environment. We will enjoy a new economy driven by clean
electricity, less pollution, and, of course, the gratitude of generations to come. There's just one
problem: the lack of credible evidence that any of that can occur. --
  Environmental Stewardship in the Judeo-Christian Tradition Michael B. Barkey,Acton
Institute for the Study of Religion and Liberty,2000 A fair and honest debate about religious responses
to environmental issues should always distinguish theological principles from prudential judgments.
The Cornwall Declaration and the accompanying essays in this volume were written to do just that.
They were not written to provide theological rationale for current environmentalist fashion. Rather,
they seek to articulate the broad Judeo-Christian theological principles concerning the environment,
and to distinguish those principles from contrary ideas popular in the environmental movement.
  Reopening Muslim Minds Mustafa Akyol,2021-04-06 A fascinating journey into Islam's diverse
history of ideas, making an argument for an Islamic Enlightenment today In Reopening Muslim Minds,
Mustafa Akyol, senior fellow at the Cato Institute and opinion writer for The New York Times, both
diagnoses “the crisis of Islam” in the modern world, and offers a way forward. Diving deeply into
Islamic theology, and also sharing lessons from his own life story, he reveals how Muslims lost the
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universalism that made them a great civilization in their earlier centuries. He especially demonstrates
how values often associated with Western Enlightenment — freedom, reason, tolerance, and an
appreciation of science — had Islamic counterparts, which sadly were cast aside in favor of more
dogmatic views, often for political ends. Elucidating complex ideas with engaging prose and
storytelling, Reopening Muslim Minds borrows lost visions from medieval Muslim thinkers such as Ibn
Rushd (aka Averroes), to offer a new Muslim worldview on a range of sensitive issues: human rights,
equality for women, freedom of religion, or freedom from religion. While frankly acknowledging the
problems in the world of Islam today, Akyol offers a clear and hopeful vision for its future.
  Beating the College Debt Trap Alex Chediak,2015-12-29 A groundbreaking guide to “how you can
get the most value for your money . . . If you don’t want to waste a decade languishing in student
debt, this is the book” (Zac Bissonnette, New York Times–bestselling author of Debt-Free U). There’s a
better way to do college. The radically counter-cultural truth is that students don’t have to be totally
dependent on Mom, Dad, or Uncle Sam to get the most out of college. Graduation on a solid financial
foundation is possible. But it will require intentionality, creativity, hard work, and a willingness to
delay gratification. Alex Chediak gets into the nitty-gritty of how to get work and make money during
the college years, pay off any loans quickly, spend less, save more, and stay out of debt for good. He
also unpacks how to transition from college into career, honor God while achieving financial
independence, and use your finances to make a positive, eternally significant difference in the lives of
others. As a young engineering professor with an aptitude for finances and money management,
Chediak has become particularly concerned with the financial health of young adults, especially in
light of the ever-increasing costs of college. In Beating the College Debt Trap he does something
about this problem—addressing the real-world financial issues faced by those in their late teens and
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early twenties with clarity, practical help, lots of illustrations, and a little humor, while conveying a
distinctly Christian perspective.
  The American Experiment in Ordered Liberty John C. Pinheiro,2019 The question of whether
Catholicism is compatible with the American project in liberal democracy remains contentious. Many
contemporary Catholic writers and intellectuals answer in the negative. In this volume, Professor John
Pinheiro brings historical expertise to the topic, assessing the merits of the American project by
focusing on the founding period. He examines the views of the founders and the realities of early
American culture in light of the principles of Catholic social teaching and finds no simple answer to
the question of Catholic and American compatibility. For the American experiment was not the
realization of an ideological agenda; instead, it was the practical outworking of a commitment to
protect traditional liberties. These liberties were largely consistent with Catholic doctrine. If the
American project is not perfect, neither is it beyond redemption. Pinheiro points out that the task
given to Catholics is not to raze the institutions of religious and political liberty but instead to redeem
the time by embracing good and opposing evil in our own day.
  Uncle Sam Can't Count W. Folsom,Anita Folsom,2014-04-15 Drawing on examples from the
nation's past and present—the fur trade to railroads, cars and chemicals, aviation to Solyndra—Uncle
Sam Can't Count a sweeping work of conservative economic history that explains why the federal
government cannot and should not pick winners and losers in the private sector, including the Obama
administration. From the days of George Washington through World War II to today, government
subsidies have failed dismally argue Burt and Anita Folsom. Draining the Treasury of cash, they
impede economic growth, and hurt the very companies receiving aid. Why does federal aid seem to
have a reverse Midas touch? As the Folsoms reveal, federal officials don't have the same abilities or
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incentives as entrepreneurs. In addition, federal control always equals political control of some kind.
What is best for politicians is not often what works in the marketplace. Politicians want to win votes,
and they can do so by giving targeted CEOs benefits while dispersing costs to others. Filled with
examples of government failures and free market triumphs, from John Jacob Astor to the Wright
Brothers, World War II amphibious landing craft to Detroit, Uncle Sam Can't Count is a hard-hitting
critique of government investment that demonstrates why business should be left exclusively to
private entrepreneurs.
  A Legacy of Liberty Robert A. Sirico,2021-10-28 What makes for a flourishing society? Many
people today, both religious and secular, define freedom as merely the power to do what one wants,
uninhibited by morality. Many view entrepreneurship as fundamentally acquisitive, fueled by personal
greed and pursued at the expense of community. Both views are eminently mistaken. Rev. Robert A.
Sirico answers these critics in this new combined edition of two of his most celebrated essays.
Freedom is the necessary precondition for all virtue. Entrepreneurs are the primary agents of
economic progress and prosperity for all in our world today. I'm delighted to see my essays Toward a
Free and Virtuous Society and The Entrepreneurial Vocation represented to a new generation. Kris
Mauren's new introduction is an original and substantive contribution to the Acton Institute's legacy of
liberty and a guide to its future. Rev. Robert A. Sirico, President Emeritus and Co-founder, Acton
Institute
  My Grandfather's Son Clarence Thomas,2021-10-12 Provocative, inspiring, and unflinchingly
honest, My Grandfather's Son is the story of one of America's most remarkable and controversial
leaders, Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas, told in his own words. Thomas speaks out, revealing
the pieces of his life he holds dear, detailing the suffering and injustices he has overcome, including
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the polarizing Senate hearing involving a former aide, Anita Hill, and the depression and despair it
created in his own life and the lives of those closest to him. In this candid and deeply moving memoir,
a quintessential American tale of hardship and grit, Clarence Thomas recounts his astonishing journey
for the first time.
  The Sacred Rights of Conscience Daniel L. Dreisbach,Mark David Hall,2009 This compilation of
primary documents provides a thorough and balanced examination of the evolving relationship
between public religion and American culture, from pre-colonial biblical and European sources to the
early nineteenth century, to allow the reader to explore the social and political forces that defined the
concept of religious liberty and shaped American church-state relations. --from publisher description.
  Defending the Free Market Robert A. Sirico,2012-05-21 The Left has seized on our economic
troubles as an excuse to “blame the rich guy” and paint a picture of capitalism and the free market as
selfish, greedy, and cruel. Democrats in Congress and “Occupy” protesters across the country assert
that the free market is not only unforgiving, it’s morally corrupt. According to President Obama and
his allies, only by allowing the government to heavily control and regulate business and by
redistributing the wealth can we ensure fairness and compassion. Exactly the opposite is true, says
Father Robert A. Sirico in his thought–provoking new book, The Moral Case for a Free Economy. Father
Sirico argues that a free economy actually promotes charity, selflessness, and kindness. And in The
Moral Case for a Free Economy, he shows why free-market capitalism is not only the best way to
ensure individual success and national prosperity but is also the surest route to a moral and
socially–just society. In The Moral Case for a Free Economy, Father Sirico shows:Why we can’t have
freedom without a free economy and why the best way to help the poor is to a start a businessWhy
charity works—but welfare doesn’tHow Father Sirico himself converted from being a leftist colleague



7

of Jane Fonda and Tom Hayden to recognizing the merits of a free economyIn this heated presidential
election year, the Left will argue that capitalism may produce winners, but it is cruel and unfair. But
as Sirico proves in The Moral Case for a Free Economy, capitalism does not simply provide opportunity
for material success, but it ensures a more ethical and moral society as well.
  America's Way Back Donald Devine,2014-04-08 “The solution for the modern GOP . . . Intellectual
ammunition for the modern conservative movement.” —SENATOR RAND PAUL How can America
recover from economic stagnation, moral exhaustion, and looming bankruptcy? Donald J. Devine
shows the way. Devine, a longtime adviser to Ronald Reagan, lays out a powerful case for the
philosophical synthesis of freedom and tradition that Reagan said was the essence of modern
conservatism. The secret of America’s success, he shows, has been the Constitution’s capacity to
harmonize the twin ideals of freedom and tradition. But today, progressivism has so corrupted
modern political thinking—in both parties—that leaders keep calling for the same failed tactics: more
money poured into more big-government programs. In America’s Way Back, Devine not only reveals
where things went wrong, and why, but also points the way to reclaiming America’s freedom,
prosperity, and creativity. The solution lies in a new “fusion” of traditional and libertarian thought.
  Providence and Liberty Frédéric Bastiat,Acton Institute for the Study of Religion and
Liberty,2003-01-01
  Civilian Warriors Erik Prince,2014-10-28 The founder of Blackwater offers the gripping true story
of the world’s most controversial military contractor. In 1997, former Navy SEAL Erik Prince started a
business that would recruit civilians for the riskiest security jobs in the world. As Blackwater’s
reputation grew, demand for its services escalated, and its men eventually completed nearly 100,000
missions for both the Bush and Obama administrations. It was a huge success except for one
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problem: Blackwater was demonized around the world. Its employees were smeared as mercenaries,
profiteers, or worse. And because of the secrecy requirements of its contracts with the Pentagon, the
State Department, and the CIA, Prince was unable to correct false information. But now he’s finally
able to tell the full story about some of the biggest controversies of the War on Terror, in a memoir
that reads like a thriller.
  The False Promise of Big Government Patrick M. Garry,2023-07-04 The debate over the size
and scope of the federal government has raged since the New Deal. So why have opponents of big
government so rarely made political headway? Because they fail to address the fundamental issue.
Patrick M. Garry changes that in this short, powerful book. Garry, a law professor and political
commentator, debunks the myth that only government can help the average American survive and
prosper in today's world. The truth, he reveals, is that big government often hurts the very people it
purports to help: the poor, the working class, and the middle class. And the problem is worse than
that. He shows that big government actually props up the rich, the powerful, and the politically
connected. Garry demonstrates that opponents of big government rely on arguments that are true
but fail to address the heart of the issue. Yes, massive government programs are wasteful and impose
huge economic costs on America, and yes, many of them violate constitutional provisions. But in
focusing on economic and constitutional arguments, proponents of limited government cede the
moral high ground to progressives. The truth is that those who claim to speak for the little guy
actually push for policies that harm the most vulnerable in society. And it is just as true that
proponents of limited government don't ignore the working and middle classes but in fact are trying
to free those individuals from a government that acts against their interests. In just one hundred
pages, The False Promise of Big Government lays out everything you need to know about why big
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government fails and how to overcome it at last.
  The Call of the Entrepreneur Robert A. Sirico,2011-04 The Call of the Entrepreneur Study Guide
examines several core themes of the documentary, including the pernicious effects of zero-sum-game
thinking, the role of entrepreneurs in creating new wealth, the risk-taking element of enterprise, and
the role of limited government, property rights, the rule of law, and free markets in unleashing the
wealth-creating capacity of entrepreneurs.The Study Guide touches on some topics that are beyond
the scope of the film, in particular the role of Judeo-Christian thought in the rise of capitalism and the
lessons that the Bible offers for the entrepreneur as entrepreneur. It includes a discussion of human
beings as co-creators made in the image of God.
  Christ and Crisis Dylan Pahman,1962 This book presents seven Christian meditations on the state
of the world.
  Children of Monsters Jay Nordlinger,2017-01-10 Some years ago, the author, Jay Nordlinger, was
in Albania. He was there to give a talk under State Department auspices. Albania was about ten years
beyond the collapse of Communism. For almost 40 years, the country had been ruled by one of the
most brutal dictators in history: Enver Hoxha. Nordlinger wondered whether this dictator had had
children. He had indeed: three of them. And they were still in Albania, with their 3 million fellow
citizens. Nordlinger wondered, What are the lives of the Hoxha kids like? What must it be like to be
the son or daughter of a monstrous dictator? What must it be like to bear a name synonymous with
oppression, terror, and evil? In this book, Nordlinger surveys 20 dictators in all. They are the worst of
the worst: Stalin, Mao, Idi Amin, Pol Pot, Saddam Hussein, and so on. The book is not about them,
really, though of course they figure in it. It's about their children. Some of them are absolute loyalists.
They admire, revere, or worship their father. Some of them actually succeed their father as dictator-
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as in North Korea, Syria, and Haiti. Some of them have doubts. A couple of them become full-blown
dissenters, even defectors. A few of the daughters have the experience of having their husband killed
by their father. Most of these children are rocked by exile, prison, and the like. Obviously, the children
have some things in common. But they are also individuals, making of life what they can. The main
thing they have in common is this: They have been dealt a very, very unusual hand. What would you
do, if you were the offspring of an infamous dictator, who lords it over your country? Chances are,
you'll never have to find out! But some people have-and this book investigates those lucky, or
unlucky, few--
  Power Tends To Corrupt Christopher Lazarski,2012-11-15 Lord Acton (1834–1902) is often called a
historian of liberty. A great historian and political thinker, he had a rare talent to reach beneath the
surface and reveal the hidden springs that move the world. While endeavoring to understand the
components of a truly free society, Acton attempted to see how the principles of self-determination
and freedom worked in practice, from antiquity to his own time. But though he penned hundreds of
papers, essays, reviews, letters and ephemera, the ultimate book of his findings and views on the
history of liberty remained unwritten. Reading a book a day for years he still could not keep pace with
the output of his time, and finally, dejected, he gave up. Today, Acton is mainly known for a single
maxim, power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. In Power Tends to Corrupt,
Christopher Lazarski presents the first in-depth consideration of Acton's thought in more than fifty
years. Lazarski brings Acton's work to light in accessible language, with a focus on his understanding
of liberty and its development in Western history. A work akin to Acton's overall account of the history
of liberty, with a secondary look at his political theory, this book is an outstanding exegesis of the
theories and findings of one of the nineteenth century's keenest minds.
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  Islam without Extremes: A Muslim Case for Liberty Mustafa Akyol,2011-07-18 “A delightfully
original take on…the prospects for liberal democracy in the broader Islamic Middle East.”—Matthew
Kaminski, Wall Street Journal As the Arab Spring threatens to give way to authoritarianism in Egypt
and reports from Afghanistan detail widespread violence against U.S. troops and women, news from
the Muslim world raises the question: Is Islam incompatible with freedom? In Islam without Extremes,
Turkish columnist Mustafa Akyol answers this question by revealing the little-understood roots of
political Islam, which originally included both rationalist, flexible strains and more dogmatic, rigid
ones. Though the rigid traditionalists won out, Akyol points to a flourishing of liberalism in the
nineteenth-century Ottoman Empire and the unique “Islamo-liberal synthesis” in present-day Turkey.
As he powerfully asserts, only by accepting a secular state can Islamic societies thrive. Islam without
Extremes offers a desperately needed intellectual basis for the reconcilability of Islam and liberty.
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